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The 2011 Southwest Youth Leadership Conferences 
Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

USS Lexington Museum, Corpus Christi, Texas 
Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas 
Central Texas College, Killeen, Texas 

Texas Wesleyan University, Fort Worth, Texas 
Texas A & M University, College Station, Texas 

(Sponsored by Region VIII, Military Order of the World Wars,  
Texas Patriotic Education Foundation, Inc.,  

and Affiliated Organizations) 
 

Announcing the Conferences.   The annual Southwest Youth Leadership Conferences of Region 
VIII, Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) and Texas Patriotic Education Foundation, Inc. (TX 
PEF, Inc.), will be held in six locations this summer; Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma 
City, OK; onboard the USS Lexington Museum, Corpus Christi, Texas; at Trinity  University, San 
Antonio, Texas; at Central Texas College, Killeen, Texas; at Texas Wesleyan University, Fort 
Worth, Texas; and at Texas A & M University, College Station, Texas. The conferences will provide 
excellent speakers, workshops and will be a most memorable experience for high school students. 
 

Participants.   Participants will be high school leaders entering their senior or junior years and 
selected by sponsoring chapters of the Military Order of the World Wars or by other sponsoring 
organizations. 
 

Room and Board.   Participants will stay in separate dormitory areas of the universities and in 
separate compartments for boys and girls onboard the USS Lexington. All sleeping quarters will be 
chaperoned by conference staff members who will assist with the conference and be available to assist 
participants if any problems arise. All students will eat together utilizing the facilities of each 
institution. Members of the Military Order or the National Sojourners, Inc. as well as parents may 
attend any session. And all are invited to attend the banquet or final ceremonies on the last night or day 
of the conference where awards will be presented to selected conference attendees. A closing message 
will be given by an outstanding speaker. 
 

Cost of the conference.    A deposit of $25.00 will be due from each parent/student upon registration 
for the conference which will be refunded to the student upon his/her arrival at the conference and can 
be used as spending money or simply retained. Make check or money order payable to, “TX PEF, 
Inc”. 
 

The cost of the conference, including room and board, all program costs, the final banquet or special 
ceremony, all special events, all printed material and all other expenses while at the conference is 
$200.00. This expense (except for the registration fee above) will be paid by the TX PEF, Inc., the 
sponsoring chapter of the MOWW, or by Affiliated Organizations. Transportation to and from the 
conference will be the responsibility of the sponsoring chapter/organization and is in addition to the 
cost stated above. Should an individual student provide his/her own transportation to and from the 
conference by private automobile, the keys to the car will be turned in to the conference director for 
safe-keeping until the conclusion of the conference. 
 

Schedule.   The conference begins with registration on the first day and the opening session will be 
at 4:00 PM. The conference concludes mid-morning of day five. Students attending Oklahoma 
Christian University from Texas may stay over a fifth night. 
 
 
 



Southwest Youth Leadership Conferences 
Typical schedule (will vary somewhat with each conference) 

(Sponsored by Region VIII, Military Order of the World Wars,  
Texas Patriotic Education Foundation, Inc.,  

and Affiliated Organizations) 
Day one 

  4:00 PM  General assembly and orientation for all students. 
  5:30 PM  Dinner and mixer. 
  6:30 PM  Group assignments and election of temporary group officers. 
10:00 PM  All students in quarters with lights out by 10:30 PM. 
 

Day two 
  6:00 AM  Rise and shine. 
  6:30 AM  Morning Colors (Flag Ceremony) 
  7:00 AM  Breakfast. 
  8:00 AM  Welcome address and classroom assignments. 
  9:00 AM   The “Making of the Flag” presentation. 
10:00 AM  Workshop on “Problems and Challenges Facing our Nation”. 
11:00 AM  “Challenges of Crime In America”. 
12:00 Noon  Lunch. 
  1:00 PM  The law and you. 
  2:00 PM  Mock Trial  
  3:30 PM  The Free Enterprise System 
  4:30 PM  Students organize the Talent Show. 
  6:00 PM  Dinner. 
  7:00 PM  Workshop, Free Enterprise. 
  8:30 PM  Break for the evening. 
10:00 PM  All students in quarters with lights out by 10:30 PM. 
 

Day three 
  6:00 AM  Rise and shine. 
  6:30 AM  Morning Colors (Flag Ceremony) 
  7:00 AM  Breakfast. 
  8:00 AM  Workshop on “Principles of Leadership”. 
  9:30 AM  “Making A Difference Through Leadership”. 
10:30 AM  “Our World Today”. 
12:00 Noon  Lunch. 
  1:00 PM  “Our American Heritage”. 
  2:00 PM  Workshop on the Bill of Rights. 
  3:30 PM  “Our National Defense”. 
  5:30 PM  Dinner. 
  7:00 PM  Talent Show. 
11:00 PM  All students in quarters with lights out by 11:30 PM. 
 

Day four 
  6:00 AM  Rise and shine. 
  6:30 AM  Morning Colors (Flag Ceremony) 
  7:00 AM  Breakfast. 
  8:30 AM  Workshop on “One Person Can Make A Difference”. 
  9:30 AM  “The Drug and Alcohol Problem”. 
10:30 AM  “Another Prison”.. 
12:00 Noon  Lunch. 
  1:30 PM  “The Identification of Heroes”. 
  2:30 PM  “National Security”. 
  3:30 PM  Student voting and thank-you letters. 
  6:00 PM  Banquet and featured speaker. 
11:00 PM  All students in quarters with lights out at 11:30 PM. 
 

Day five 
  6:00 AM  Rise and shine. 
  6:30 AM  Morning Colors (Flag Ceremony) 
  7:00 AM  Breakfast. 
  8:30 AM  Flag Program. 
  9:30 AM  Final Challenge, Closing Announcements, Presentation of Certificates. 
11:00 AM  Conference adjourned. 
The above is a representation only and may be altered to fit each conference. 
The workshops and the Mock Trial will be conducted by the students. 



Southwest Youth Leadership Conferences 
(Sponsored by Texas Patriotic Education Foundation, Inc.,  

Region VIII, Military Order of the World Wars, and Affiliated Organizations) 

Note to the sponsoring organizations: 
 Please send the name, complete address, phone number, gender, high school, phone 
numbers (both home and cell for student and parents) and email address of each student that you 
select to attend the conference. Also, please provide the same information for your alternates. 
 

Note to Chapters of Affiliated Organizations: 
 Please coordinate your student selection through the nearest Military Order chapter to avoid 
confusion at the various high schools. Forward the same information as above. 
 

Send the appropriate paperwork to:  
Col Harry Matthews, 612 W. Hackberry St., Fredericksburg, TX 78624. 
 

Note to School Administrators/Counselors: 
 The Texas Patriotic Education Foundation Inc., and the Military Order, primarily from the 
states of Oklahoma and Texas, will sponsor the students to attend at virtually no cost to the student (a 
small Registration fee of $25.00 is required and will be returned to the students upon their arrival at the 
conference). The students are sponsored by individual members, from local business people, from a 
limited number sponsored by a national foundation associated with the MOWW, or from other 
affiliated organizations. The sponsorship of a student includes all meals, lodging and program costs. 
The local chapter/organization also provides transportation to and from the conference. 
 While in attendance at the conference, the students will remain at all times under adult 
supervision including the sleeping arrangements. At the universities, the students will utilize the 
dormitories of the school. On board the USS Lexington Museum, the students will sleep in the bunks 
provided by the ship with separate compartments for boys and girls. The adult counselors remain with 
the students throughout the nighttime hours as well as the daily programs.  
 The only requirement that we use during the selection process is that the student must be no 
higher in their school studies than the junior year. Sophomores are also welcome. However, the 
purpose of the conference is to give the students leadership skills and an appreciation of the American 
way of life. Then they return to their schools for the final year(s) and to truly be a leader on that 
campus (and for that matter, for the rest of their lives). 
 

Note to Parents: 
 The MOWW has been conducting these conferences for years. You can be assured that your 
student will be attended to at all times including all medical attention, adequate meals and lodging and 
complete supervision. All counselors over the age of eighteen, will have passed a background 
check, signed the MOWW Code of Conduct and taken a prescribed training course in sexual 
abuse, molestation, harassment and proper conduct with minors . We are covered by insurance 
from the time that they arrive at the conference until they depart following the conference. We will ask 
you as a parent to allow us to treat your child in accordance with the best advice of medical personnel 
should the need arise. In that regard, we will ask you for some basic information concerning your 
student as a precondition to their attending the conference. That will include your parental 
permission and medical insurance information. 
 Should you have any questions concerning this conference, please contact the officer or 
representative of the local chapter that is sponsoring your student. The name of the local contact is 
provided below. 
 The $25.00 registration deposit is to be made out to, “TX PEF, Inc.”  

The local contact person’s name is below: 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Name)        (Name of Organization)       (Phone number) 

 


